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with a challenge to Mr. Eussell, for having (as he pretended) heard that he had reflected upon him and some friends of his by words, whereas the truth was he was angry for his pretending to Mistress Pierrepoint. When I came to Mr. Eussell, he seemed concerned more at the reason of the challenge than at the challenge itself, having (as he said, and I did believe) never spoken ill of Sir Henry nor his friends, and not knowing the true cause, and therefore denying the words. Sir Henry, at my instance, proceeded no further, especially for that he heard the treaty was broken off. The lady long after (and after Sir Henry's death) was married to the Marquis of Halifax; and Mr. Eussell was he that was after convicted and executed for high treason.
The war now broke out between us and the Dutch. The Parliament being called, voted that they would stand by his Majesty in this war with their lives and fortunes, and then were prorogued till August the 20th, and afterwards by proclamation till November the 24th. The Parliament then meeting, voted a supply to the King, for the carrying on of this war, of 2,500,000/. His royal highness, the High Admiral, set to sea on the 9th. I was now resolved to go volunteer in this service, and was not without hopes to be aboard the Duke's own ship. In order to this I bought a bed, clothes and all necessaries for sea ; on the 15th went to ask leave of the King, and to receive his commands to the Duke, intending to part the next day. The King told me that he consented to my going, but had letters to write to the Duke, which he would send by me, and bid me stay for them from day to day (expecting, I found afterwards, first to hear from the